Fostering Threshold Calibration Exercise

Below is a list of behaviours that may occur in fostering.
For each behaviour, indicate which level you believe it falls under:
· Level 1: Manage independently; social workers will be notified but support won’t be needed. 
· Level 2: Manage with support; social workers will increase contact and support frequency. 
· Level 3: May justify 1-month notice. 
· Level 4: May justify 1-week notice. 
· Level 4: May justify immediate notice. 

	
	Behaviour
	Level

	1
	Child ignores instructions to tidy their room 
	

	2
	Child uses mild swearing in conversation 
	

	3
	Child refuses to join family activities 
	

	4
	Child spends long periods alone in their room 
	

	5
	Child refuses to engage with other children in the home when encouraged
	

	6
	Child answers back when corrected 
	

	7
	Child refuses to follow bedtime routine 
	

	8
	Child takes snacks without asking 
	

	9
	Child denies doing something when there is clear evidence 
	

	10
	Child rolls eyes, laughs, or smirks when corrected 
	

	11
	Child refuses to do homework
	

	12
	Child attempts to set fire to an item in the home on one occassion
	

	13
	Child mocks or teases other child/ren in the home
	

	14
	Child repeatedly refuses to follow household rules over several days 
	

	15
	Child regularly uses offensive language and insults carers 
	

	16
	Child states they do not like the carers and will not engage 
	

	17
	Child repeatedly ignores agreed boundaries around devices or routines 
	

	18
	Child persistently uses phone or messaging in a way that carers cannot monitor, despite agreed rules
	

	19
	Child shouts during disagreements 
	

	20
	Child makes repeated negative or false statements about carers to others
	

	21
	Child refuses to attend school without clear reason
	

	22
	Child repeatedly disrupts sleep in the household (e.g. awake at night, noise)
	

	23
	Child is carrying out low levels of self-harm such as scratching their arms and legs causing minor injury
	

	24
	Child throws objects in frustration without targeting a person 
	

	25
	Child leaves the home without permission for short periods and returns
	

	26
	Child attempts to hit a carer but does not make contact
	

	27
	Child damages property (e.g. breaking items, kicking doors)
	

	28
	Child repeatedly leaves the home at night without permission
	

	29
	Child threatens to harm a carer or another child
	

	30
	Child pushes or smacks a child or pet in the home
	

	31
	Child blocks a car or doorway to prevent someone leaving
	

	32
	Child makes an allegation about a carer that requires investigation
	

	33
	Child repeatedly causes low levels of physical harm to the carers and may need restraining
	

	34
	Child causes significant damage to property and may need restraining
	

	35
	Child displays sexualised behaviour towards others in the home (e.g. inappropriate comments, touching, or boundary violations)
	

	36
	Child is found to have hidden a knife or blade
	

	37
	Child repeatedly tries to set fire to items in the home
	



